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No. 1
Ignore the local rules and standing orders.
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No. 2
File massive stacks of pleadings and 

evidence.
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No. 3
Don’t clearly label the exhibits, and don’t 

number them consecutively.
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No. 4
Set numerous motions for hearing on the 

same day, particularly if it’s for the 
Monday after a holiday.
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No. 5
Don’t make motion binders and trial 

binders for the court, as “bench copies.”
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No. 6
Mention to the judge how well / favorably 

other judges handle certain issues or 
procedures.
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No. 7
Don’t forget your case is the most 

important to you, and hence should be the 
most important to the court as well. 
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No. 8
Misrepresent the procedural history of the 

case.
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No. 9
Lie about the facts (and be sure to get 

caught).
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No. 10
Ad hominem attacks on opposing counsel.
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No. 11
Snarky comments about the merits, about 

counterparties, about witnesses.
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No. 12
Insult other judges.
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No. 13
Be sure to show bias and cultural 

insensitivity.
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No. 14
Blame problems on support staff like 

secretaries, or on subordinate lawyers.
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No. 15
Use “With all due respect, Your Honor,” as 

a lead-in sentence.
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No. 16
Use really big, complex, arcane words.
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No. 17
Throw in a lot of quotes from Shakespeare 

to show how sophisticated you are.
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No. 18
Be mean to court clerks, reporters, bailiffs.  

Be sure to “lord it over them,” ‘cause 
you’re a lawyer.
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No. 19
Miscite authorities.
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No. 20
Threaten writ proceedings / interlocutory 

appeal and then don’t do it.
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No. 21
At trial, impose your own timing needs 
upon the court; for example, don’t have 

enough witnesses ready.
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No. 22
Disrespect the value of the jurors’ time.
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No. 23
Overpromise your intentions concerning 

submission deadlines.
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No. 24
Submit jury instructions that don’t 

carefully track the law, and put in lots of 
big words and, better yet, put some 

legalese in as well.
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No. 25
50-page jury questionnaires are fun!
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No. 26
Have exhibits for which you are unable to 

lay a foundation.
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No. 27
Contaminate the jury pool.
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No. 28
Cite appellate decisions in which the trial 
judge was reversed; when possible, cite 

cases in which the trial judge was a lawyer 
on the losing side.



30

No. 29
Tell the judge that another court or judge 

is more important.
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No. 30
Don’t show awareness of your 

surroundings.
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No. 31
Act as if you are more important than 

everyone else, including the judge.
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No. 32
Make sure you try your case in the press.
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No. 33
Make sure you try your case in the press.



The End

If you enjoyed today’s program, please visit 
www.newmedianow.us to access our full 

catalog of CLE programs.
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http://www.newmedianow.us/
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